
 

Thursday 21 June 

Shake and Stir Whole School 

Performance 

 

Friday 29 June 

Inter-house Athletics Carnival 

End of Term Two 

 

Saturday 30 June 

Gold Coast Marathon 

 

Monday 16 July 

Term Three commences 

 

Monday 23 July 

Parent, Teacher, Student  

Conversations 

3:30 to 6:00pm 

 

 

Accepting Enrolments for  

Years 7, 8 and 9 for 2019 

and 

Years 7, 8,  9 and 10 for 2020 

As part of our excellent learning and teaching at McAuley College, teachers 

in each lesson in each subject work to explicitly teach literacy. We embed 

consistent strategies across the whole school to maximise the impact of our 

work. Each term, one tool used to reflect on the effectiveness of our practices 

is to gather a writing sample from each student. This term, students were 

asked to write a piece in their Science class, and last week as part of our   

Twilight Professional Development program, teachers monitored this work.  
 

I find it very rewarding to be part of this work. I can honestly see the            
improvement in our students writing, especially when I reflect on work I read 
from our Year 7 students last year to now. WOW… I include for your           
reference two tables below which show the progress made by our Year 7 and 
Year 8 students within this year, and the increase of students who are writing 
pieces seen as at standard.  

From the graphs above, you can see in both Year 7 and Year 8, writing       

results in Term One shown in BLUE have improved in Term Two as            

represented by the YELLOW.  
 

Spelling continues to be an area of focus in our work with students. And so, 

any work you can do at home to reinforce the spelling of words correctly 

would be wonderful. Maybe a family challenge to spell common words around 

the household and see who performs the best!   
 

There is so much good news shared around                

opportunities and activities that happen at McAuley   

College on both our Facebook page and newsletter. I am 

very proud this week to feature two of our staff. Mrs 

Brimson and Mrs Brechin have been training hard to  

participate in the Climb for Cancer on the weekend. 

What a wonderful example they are of commitment and 

tenacity to give their best for the good of others. 

“Blessed be their boots’… indeed… especially the ones 

that carried then up 810 stairs to raise over $700 for  

cancer research. Well done to Mrs Brimson and Mrs Brechin! 
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Many thanks to staff and students who assisted in our display at the recent Boonah 

Show. It is always great to connect with the Boonah families through this opportunity. It 

was wonderful to see students keen to submit entries into the Junior Cooking Section. 

Well done to Mrs Heit and all the students who baked jam drops or Anzac biscuits for the 

show… they all received a  Certificate of Encouragement.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, enjoy the pages of the newsletter which capture more of the life and time of 

McAuley, especially the wonderful Soiree Afternoon where we were treated to an 

array of performances from our Instrumental students and Choir, showcasing the 

work they have been doing over the past term and semester. Thank you to           

Mrs Field for her organisation and coordination of this program, as well as to those 

staff who have supported the program, being Mrs Funk, Ms MacNamara and          

Mr Bradshaw. 
 

Enjoy the final two weeks of term, and I hope to see many of our parents join us for our final day program, being 

the Inter-house Athletics Program.  
 

In Mercy 

Deidre Young 

Principal 
 

BELIEVE ...In action 
Prayer and a life of faith 

As a Catholic school in the Mercy tradition, one of the greatest 

things that we can offer our students is the opportunity to          

discover and grow their spirituality.  It is our hope that all students 

of McAuley College grow in the understanding of the love of God 

and their God given dignity.  As such, we commence each day in 

Pastoral Care groups with a simple prayer, often lead by the     

students, that focusses on their current hopes and cares.  We 

also look to offering our students a variety of experiences that 

enable them to continue their personal and communal faith      

journey.   

On Friday 8 June, 14 students and 4 teachers attended IGNITE High. Jim McClure and Abi Henry offered the 

following reflection at the College assembly on Monday: 
‘We travelled in to Brisbane on the College bus, making a quick McDonalds break at Jindalee on our way to the IGNITE 

venue for dinner. At IGNITE High we met other students from across Brisbane. The students were from grades 7-12. The 

IGNITE High evening was full of fun games to get to know each other.  We had a talk from a couple of people about their 

experience of self-image and of faith in God.  We also had small groups to get to know one another better and to share 

about what was presented in the talk.  There was even some pancakes. The evening was run by uni students and it was a 

lot of fun. We hope that Mr Harris organises another IGNITE High and I strongly encourage you to attend if you can. ’ 



The College will look to provide another opportunity to attend IGNITE High next term.  IGNITE also conducts a 

Conference during the September holidays that draws young people from across Australia and beyond.       

The 2018 Conference entitled EMPTY runs from Thursday 27 - Sunday 30 September 2018.  Full details 

can be found at https://igniteyouth.com/conference18/  

 

 

McAuley College Community Mass 

Our first McAuley College Community Mass for 2018 was 

held last Friday.  Fr Kevin, joined by Fr Enoch, celebrated 

the Mass that was prepared by the MacKillop Two Pastoral 

Care class.  It was a wonderful way to join as a community 

in prayer.  Our sincere thanks to Mr Way and the students 

of MacKillop Two for leading us. All members of the 

McAuley College community as well as members of the   

St Mary’s Parish are invited to join staff and students at upcoming McAuley     

College Community Masses that are planned for the second Friday of each month 

during term time.   

The next Mass is: Friday 10 August 

 8:00-8:30am  

 @ the College 

Many thanks to all parents for your ongoing support of the College in the          
education of your child.  
David Harris 
Assistant Principal – Religious Education 
 

LEARN ...In action 
As we approach the end of Week Nine, the end of this very long term is finally in sight. After this week we 

have only two weeks of the term left.  However, it has also been a very busy term with SECA Sport and a 

range of other activities.  In my Week Seven article I talked about our Readers Cup Team which competed at 

St Mary’s College Ipswich on Tuesday 29 May.   

 

On the Friday of that week, 1 June, I had the privilege of 

travelling with Mrs Field, Miss Erin MacNamara and our 

choir and some members of our instrumental music       

program to perform at Beaudesert Star and Wongaburra 

Retirement homes.  The young men and women in our 

choir performed admirably and it is a credit to the work 

that Mrs Field and Miss MacNamara are doing with this 

group.  The residents of both facilities were very pleased 

to see our young people and they enjoyed the performances.  I look forward to more    

performances throughout the year. 

 

This Friday I will be travelling with our Year 8T Spanish class for a restaurant excursion to Guyzman Y Gomez 

at Springfield.  These excursions are an important part of language programs as the students will be required 

to use the developing language skills to read the menu and order meals in Spanish.  Thank you to Mrs 

Brechin for organising this excursion and cultural experience for our Year 8T Spanish class. 

 

Teaching staff have begun preparing Semester One reports for our students.  These reports will be in a       

different format from the Term One Progress Report.  For semester reporting students will receive an Overall           

Achievement on a 15-point scale from A+ to E- as well as an effort rating on a four-point scale.  Student will 

also receive a subject specific comment for each subject they have studied this semester.  Beneath each      

subject will be printed a Cohort Report on a 5-point scale.  The purpose of the cohort report is to give an      

indication of where the student sits within the group of students studying that subject. 

https://igniteyouth.com/conference18/


As with Term One, Semester One reports will be published to the Parent Portal at the end of the term.  The 

College will send an SMS message to inform parents of when they are able to log onto the Parent Portal and 

retrieve their son or daughter’s semester report.   

 

If you are regularly checking the Parent Portal you may have noticed several Assessment/Evidence of    

Learning announcements appearing in the calendar.  We are currently running a focused trial for an            

assessment calendar for selected classes.  The trial is only running for these last four weeks of term and if 

successful, a new Assessment/Evidence of Learning Calendar system will be introduced next semester.  More 

information will follow at the start of next term. 

 

Although the Maroons weren’t successful in Melbourne last week, the Wallabies did eventually defeat Ireland 

at Suncorp Stadium Saturday night.  Let’s hope the Wallabies continue to win and the Maroons come back 

with a win in the second State of Origin. 

Have a great fortnight. 
 

Michael Darcy 
Deputy Principal 
 

SPORTS NEWS 

McAuley College Athletics Carnival    

Our annual Athletics Carnival is fast approaching, with some events getting under way as early as next week.  

A permission form will be sent via the Parent Permissions page this Friday outlining general information about 

the day.  Further information will be provided to students in the lead up the carnival and a program will be 

made available on the Parent Portal page in Week Eleven.   
 

Due to the number of events in the Athletics program, we will need to host some events prior to the carnival.  

The following list of events have posted on the Portal Page.  Students are urged to check this list carefully to 

ensure they are prepared for their events, bringing their Sports uniform with bucket hat to participate.                

If students are not in the correct uniform they will be unable to participate and there will not be another         

opportunity for them to compete in these events.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are certainly looking forward to our exciting last day of Sport after a long and busy Term Two.   
 

SECA Winter Sport  

At the time of writing, we are off to participate in our final round of the SECA Winter Sport program for Term 

Two.  I have been very impressed by the way students have continued to Keep it REAL throughout the season 

so far and I look forward to resuming in the early parts of Term Three.  
 

Our latest additions  

As I am sure most of you have had a chance to see, we have some lovely new additions to ‘Fisher’s Paddock’ 

as we welcomed our football posts and soccer goals last week.  I know the students are very excited about the 

prospect of utilising this equipment during lunchtime play and I am certainly looking forward to the sporting        

opportunities that will arise as a result of these new additions… watch this space!  

Thank you to all of the people who have played a role in this process, it has 

been a lengthy one but it is certainly great to see our facilities as they continue 

to evolve.  
 

Yours in sport  
Amy Richards – Sports Coordinator 

Date Time Age group Event 

Monday 18.6.18 First break 12 yrs (boys/girls) 800m 

Wednesday 20.6.18 First break 13 yrs (boys/girls) 800m 

Thursday 21.6.18 First break 14 yrs (boys/girls) 800m 

Friday 22.6.18 First break All ages (boys/girls) 1500m 

Thursday 28.6.18 Sport (P5) All ages (boys/girls) 3000m 



MUSIC NEWS 

We have had another busy fortnight within the Instrumental  Music      

Program, with the Choir heading off to entertain the residents of 

Beaudesert Star and Wongaburra on Friday 1 June. The students    

gathered excitedly in the Music room after the first bell to start their day dedicated to 

Choir. This was a fantastic performance opportunity, as the Choir performed Happy, 

We are the Light, and Say Something, alongside piano performances by Grace Cahill 

and Bryce Teese, and a vocal performance by Caitlin Moore. The visit was thoroughly 

enjoyed by both nursing homes, with invitations to return, offered. Additionally, the 

performances were an excellent opportunity for the students to represent the College in the wider community, 

and they did a wonderful job! 

 

Upon their return to the College, the students used the remaining time to rehearse in preparation for QCMF. It 

was fantastic to have extensive time together to work through the arrangement of Oh Happy Day, which will 

be one of the Choir’s performance pieces for the competition. The students worked incredibly hard and felt a 

huge sense of achievement by the end of the day – tired, of course, but proud of all that they had achieved. 

 

On Tuesday 12 June, all students involved in the Instrumental Program 

participated in the Soiree Afternoon. With a relaxed performance         

atmosphere, students were encouraged to introduce themselves and 

their pieces, and showcase their talents. It was a truly fantastic            

opportunity to celebrate the wonderful learning that has been occurring 

throughout all instrumental lessons. Music is a gift, and is certainly      

something to be shared with others. With 35 students currently involved 

in the Instrumental Program, it is fantastic to see just how much the     

program has grown. 

 

As lessons draw to a close for Term Two, a Parent Slip will soon be sent out about lesson continuation for 

Term Three. A reminder that Strings Lessons and a Guitar Ensemble will be  introduced as of next term. 

 

Kind regards 

Megan Field, Music Teacher 

 



 

Using a Reading to Learn strategy, students from the Modern Inkers club recently used    

patterns of language from a well-known author to re-write this orientation using a new     

setting.  Students were only given ten minutes to do the re-write.   

This is what Abi Henry wrote. 

 
Original orientation: 1984 by George Orwell 
“It was a bright, cold day in April and the clocks were striking thirteen.   Winston Smith, his chin nuzzled into his 
breast in an effort to escape the vile wind, slipped quickly through the glass doors of Victory Mansions, though not 
quickly enough to prevent a swirl of gritty dust from entering along with him.” 
 
Abi Henry’s Orientation. 
It was a dull, depressing time in October and the Nazi's were on the hunt. Felix Salinger, his heart racing 
in an effort to hide away from the violent, terrorising world, swiftly slipped through the forest trees, but 
not quickly enough to prevent the tormenting smell of dead bodies rush to his nose. 
 

Mrs Donna Johnston 

 

McAuley College Grooming Expectations 

A reminder about the expectations regarding haircuts.  Hair should be well groomed and of a natural 

colour.  Extreme hairstyles are not acceptable. Fringes should be kept short and out of the eyes.  We 

request that parents assist their children in making appropriate choices in this regard.  

For full details please refer to Page 8 of the College Diary.  

  

NCCD Parent Information 

The Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability (the national data collection, NCCD) is an annual    

collection that counts the number of school students  receiving an adjustment due to disability and the level of reasonable           

adjustment they are receiving.  This data collection will occur on August 3, 2018 and as per the Australian Education Regulation 

2013 (the Regulation) (https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2016C00958) operators of all government and non-government 

schools that receive Australian Government funding (approved authorities) are required to provide information to the Australian 

Government Department of Education and Training (the Department) for the purposes of the NCCD. 

The information will not explicitly identify individual students (subsection 58A(3) of the Regulation) and no information that could 

reasonably enable the Department to identify individual students will be provided by approved authorities to the department.  

If you have any further queries regarding this process, please contact Natalie Storrs (ST:IE) at McAuley College. 

Mrs Natalie Storrs 

Support Teacher: Inclusive Education 

 

Calling all young parishioners!  

Can you help by being a Catholic Campaign Ambassador?  

The Annual Catholic Campaign support local groups in your Parish as well as providing assistance 

to Seminarians, retired Priests and school bursaries. They need volunteers to do jobs like help place envelopes and brochures on 

pews in your church, and if you feel comfortable, speak about the good work of the Annual Catholic Campaign,  at all masses in the 

Parish over the weekend of 8 and 9 September 2018. 

If you are interested in helping please contact Fr Kevin or the Parish Office on 5541 1068 for further information or Lesley Williams, 
Annual Catholic Campaign Coordinator on williamsl@bne.catholic.net.au 

https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2016C00958
mailto:williamsl@bne.catholic.net.au


 

 


